
The Caped Crusader



Dark Knight
In May of 1939, close to a year after the first true-blue 
superhero, Superman, appeared in Action Comics #1, 
writer Bill Finger and artist Bob Kane introduced a 
superhero in Detective Comics #27 of a much different 
stripe: the Batman!



A Call to Action
Witnessing the murder of his parents 
while walking home from the movies, a 
young Bruce Wayne vows to devote his 
life to fighting crime.
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bat in flight

After years of study and training, he dons a cape and cowl, 
secures himself an assortment of gadgets, and goes off 

into the night to do battle with Gotham City’s criminal 
element. 

Batman was born. 



A caped crusader
Equal parts Sherlock Holmes, the 
Shadow, Dick Tracy, and Doc Savage, 
the Caped Crusader nevertheless 
emerged as a wholly unique entry in 
the pulp hero canon, and found his 
place as the perfect counterpart to 
Superman. 



Opposites in Fact

SuperMan
• Stands for hope and justice

• Raised in rural Kansas by a 
family of modest means

• Born with spectacular powers

• Has a meager salary as a 
reporter

Batman
• Stands for fear and vengeance

• Raised in the city of Gotham by a family of 
extraordinary wealth.

• A mere man, who has pushed himself 
through rigorous training to become an 
expert investigator and fighter.

• Vastly wealthy from family money



A Place to Call Home
Lots of superheroes have home cities that play an 
important role in making them who they are. 
Superman’s Metropolis. Flash’s Central City. 
Spider-Man’s New York. But none play quite as 
central a role as Gotham City does for Batman.



Inspired by Real Cities? 
• Is Gotham meant to be a fictional New York City? Maybe. 

• Its name is borrowed from Washington Irving’s regular use of the 
term to refer to NYC in his 19th century satirical magazine 
Salmagundi. 

• There is Some associate Gotham with Chicago, though. In part that’s 
because of Chicago’s historical connection to the mob, especially to 
mobster Al Capone.



What it really represents…
It’s a bit of a mistake, though, to worry 
too much about what city Gotham is 
“really” supposed to be. It’s not supposed 
to be any one of them. Rather, Gotham is 
the dark reflection of all American cities—
the seedy underbelly of urbanization. 
It doesn’t just have crime—it’s riddled 
with crime. It doesn’t just have some 
corruption—it’s wholly corrupt. It 
doesn’t just have income inequality—it’s 
defined entirely by the haves and have-
nots. 



Man of Justice
Batman fits into 

Gotham in a way that 
no other superhero 
fits into his or her 

surroundings. He is a 
creation of the city. 



A vigilante is born
When its pervasive crime got so bad 
that it finally impacted the city’s 
elite with the murder of Thomas and 
Martha Wayne, Gotham spat out 
their son as a response: a billionaire 
turned vigilante who targets 
everyone from corrupt politicians 
to police on the take and fights 
everyone from low-end burglars to 
master criminals.



Barely Accepted?
For their part, the people of 
Gotham endorse the Caped 
Crusader implicitly in their 

half-hearted attempts to bring 
him to justice and explicitly 
with their regular cries for 

help, showcased by good cops 
like Jim Gordon shining the 

Bat-Signal into the night sky 
when Batman’s services are 

needed.


